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PEI INSTITUTE OF AGROLOGISTS LUNCH & LEARN

Wednesday, February 4, 12 p.m.

Speaker: Wade MacLauchlan 
Topic: His vision for agriculture and food production under a provincial Liberal
mandate 
Location: Holiday Inn Express, 200 Capital Drive, Charlottetown 
The session is open to non-members. 
RSVP is requested to info@peiia.ca. 
www.peiia.ca

mailto:info@peiia.ca
http://www.peiia.ca


COMMUNITY SEED-SAVING EVENTS

The public seed library has two Seed Exchanges
coming up soon!

Seedy Saturday Seed Swap in Charlottetown 
February 21st, from 2-4pm at the Confederation
Centre Public Library 
Come out and bring your saved or leftover seed to share and trade! (You don't
need to package it individually - we have envelopes on hand so people can
pack their own. )

Seedy Sunday Seed Exchange in Summerside FIRST TIME EVER! 
March 8th, from 2-4pm at the Summerside Rotary Library 
Come out and meet your neighbors! Bring you saved or leftover seed! Please
email Josie Baker to volunteer to help make this event awesome!

Other upcoming events: 
The Breadalbane Community Seed Library will also hold their annual seed and
plant exchange this winter! Date to be determined. 
The Farm Centre Seed Expo is scheduled for March 7, but more updates on
that later.

Volunteers Needed! If you can help out with a seed event in your area, please
get in touch with me and to make it happen!

mailto:baker.josie@gmail.com


Alternative Food Marketing:
Encouraging Local Health
Institutions to Buy Local Food

a PEI Food Security Network
Workshop 
Tuesday, March 3, 2015 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
(Storm Date: Thursday, March 5) 
PEI Farm Centre, 420 University
Ave, Charlottetown

With a special-for-PEI video
presentation on local procurement
by Toronto-based Wayne Roberts,
food policy analyst with local-food
expert, Lori Stahlbrand.

Pre-registration required by: February 25 
by email or phone Cooper Institute or 902-894-4573

Bits and Bytes - Food Secure
Canada's Latest Newsletter

Food Secure Canada wants to
make a food an issue in the
upcoming federal election.

Key Election Issues 
* Food insecurity affects four
million Canadians. Hunger should
not exist in Canada. Period. 
* A healthy food system starts with kids, and we are calling for federal support
for a universal healthy school food program. 
* There is an urgent food insecurity crisis facing northern and aboriginal
communities. 
* There is not enough support for new farmers, particularly those using
sustainable and organic practices selling to local and regional markets.

Read more here.

mailto:cooperinstitute@eastlink.ca
http://foodsecurecanada.org/resources-news/newsletters/bits-and-bytes-january-2015
http://foodsecurecanada.org/resources-news/newsletters/bits-and-bytes-january-2015


**Calling Seed Saving Small Farmers!

Inspired by the desire to increase seed
sovereignty in PEI, small farmers will gather
on February 18th to take the first step

towards creating a cooperative seed growers network.

This event is open to small farmers who grow organically (certified or non-
certified) who want to: 
a) be part of a cooperative seed-grower's network 
b) increase knowledge and skills related to producing high quality vegetable
seed 
c) produce and sell seed that is: open pollinated, sustainably grown, non-gmo,
and high quality

This meeting will give opportunities for farmers to meet, strategize, and plan for
the coming season. To identify who will be at the meeting, we have prepared
an online survey. Please complete the survey before February 11th, and you
will be contacted about further details. You can find the survey here: Survey
Monkey - Seeds 
Attendees will be asked to bring a list of varieties they plan to grow for seed,
and a (reasonable) list of varieties they wish were grown on PEI!

Please contact Cooper Institute for more information: (902) 894 4573

This event is in partnership with the PEI Food Security Network and ACORN
who - "through The Bauta Family Initiative on Canadian Seed Security - is
supporting collaboration and training efforts of the growers who are
spearheading the project."

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KFRMFPH
http://www.seedsecurity.ca/en/


DIRT! THE MOVIE

The PEI Food Security Network presents Dirt! The
Movie, Wednesday, February 25, 7 p.m. at the
Prince Edward Island Farm Centre. Admission by
donation.

DIRT! The Movie tells the story of the glorious and
unappreciated material beneath our feet. Four
billion years of evolution have created the dirt that
recycles our water, gives us food, and provides us
with shelter. But humanity has endangered this
vital living resource with destructive methods of agriculture, mining practices,
and urban development, with catastrophic results: mass starvation, drought, and
global warming.

The filmmakers travel around the world to capture the stories of visionaries who
are discovering new ways to repair humanity’s relationship with soil, checking in
with Dr. Vandana Shiva to discuss her fight to prevent world hunger by
preserving biodiversity in India, and documenting the tree planting work of
renowned photographer Sebastião Salgado and his wife Lélia in Brazil. From
farmers rediscovering sustainable agriculture and scientists discovering
connections with soil to inmates learning job skills in a prison horticulture
program and children eating from edible schoolyards, DIRT! The Movie brings
to life the environmental, economic, social, and political importance of soil and
suggests ways we can create new possibilities for all life on Earth.

The UN has declared 2015 the International Year of Soils. It has been
estimated that globally, one third of all soils are degraded due to erosion,
nutrient depletion, and pollution, among other things. According to the Director-
General of the Food & Agriculture Organization, José Graziano da Silva,
“Healthy soils are critical for global food production, but we are not paying
enough attention to this important "silent ally”. He and others are calling for
significant investment in sustainable soil management to address global food
security.

For more information: 
Dirt! The Movie 
International Year of Soils

http://www.dirtthemovie.org/
http://www.fao.org/soils-2015/en/


The Right to a Healthy Environment , Fish
Tales, and ECOPEI’s AGM

February 19 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

The Environmental Coalition of PEI is holding its
annual general meeting in the Carriage House at
Beaconsfield on the corner of West and Kent
Streets in Charlottetown. Admission is free and all
are welcome. The business meeting will
commence at 6:30pm and at 7pm there will be a
screening of the short film “Fish Tales”, a 2014

Island-made film that examines the importance and health of PEI`s waterways,
and offers perspectives on our recurrent fishkills.

The guest speaker for the evening will be Jamie Simpson, Executive Director of
the East Coast Environmental Law Association.His talk will focus on the
movement to establish a legal Right to A Healthy Environment, and how such a
right could help us to address key environmental issues we have on PEI in our
land and waters, such as fishkills, the use of cosmetic and other pesticides and
forest practices. Members of a local group working on establishing
Environmental Rights on PEI are collaborating with the David Suzuki
Foundation`s Blue.Dot initiative and will be present to discuss this campaign.
Jamie is the author of several books on the Acadian forest and has had a long
involvement with environmental issues across the region.

Fish Tales is a short documentary film shot on PEI in the summer of 2013. The
film explores how rivers and waterways on Prince Edward Island influence
Islanders’ views on social and environmental issues. We look at current realities
and challenges in our rivers, including the human impact of catastrophic events
like fish kills. Through interviews and storytelling with experts from all sides of
the spectrum, Fish Tales captures how Islanders interact with these areas, and
their perspectives on the future of our watershed heritage.

For more information check out the Environmental Coalition’s website, find us
on Facebook or call 902-651-2575. The snow date, in case of inclement,
weather will be Thursday, February 26th

http://www.ecopei.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/ECO-PEI-AGM-2015-Poster.jpg
http://www.ecopei.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/ecopei


About Membership in the Network

At our 2014 annual meeting, members of the PEI Food Security Network
approved a new membership fee. The rationale for charging for membership
was that it would allow the network to cover costs such as membership in Food
Secure Canada, some costs of bringing people together (we currently have a
membership at the Farm Centre), some printing of brochures, etc. We are
asking member groups, if they have the means, to pay a $50.00 per year fee,
and for individuals, if they can, to pay $10.00. We don’t want to exclude anyone
– if the fee is not manageable for either a group or an individual, it can be
waived. We would also recognize in-kind support such as volunteer time,
meeting space, or printing. Fees can be sent to: PEI Food Security Network, 81
Prince St, Charlottetown, C1A 4R3 or dropped off at the Voluntary Resource
Council (same address). Cheques can be made out to the PEI Food Security
Network. Thank-you!!
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