
C-BIG PEI 
Campaign for a  
Basic Income Guarantee 
for 
Prince Edward Island 



Working Group for a Livable Income  
WGLI was formed in the early 2000’s to work on lessening 

income insecurity on PEI.  Today the group consists of: 
 
◦  Actions Femmes / SSTA 
◦  ALERT PEI 
◦  Cooper Institute 
◦  Council of People with Disabilities 
◦  CUPE PEI / PEI Federation of Labour 
◦  MP Sean Casey’s Office 
◦  PEI Advisory Council on the Status of Women  
◦  PEI People First 
◦  St. Vincent de Paul, Holy Redeemer Parish 
◦  Women’s Network PEI 
◦  Interested individuals 



Why Basic Income Matters 

Basic Income matters because more people 
care (than don't care) … 

� … about fairness & equity 
� … about democracy 
� … about inclusion 
� … about healthy communities 
� … about living productive lives 
� … about each other 



2014 Forums: What We Heard 
Forums took place in Rustico, Souris, and Charlottetown.  
We heard: 
�  Communities are open to learning about BIG 
�  People know more than we think about basic income 

models, systems, and values 
�  The old  attitude  that  “if  you  just  work  harder,  you  will  

do   better”  is  very  obviously  collapsing  
�  It is clear we need more money than we imagine to live in 

this province  
�  Many recognize that our systems to support people who 

have low income are flawed or broken 
�  Many recognize that meeting basic needs is a matter of 

human rights 
�  PEI is ready for a pilot Basic Income Guarantee 
 



2015 Forums: What We Heard 
Forums were held in Summerside, Montague, & Charlottetown.  
We heard: 
�  Continued recognition that our current systems to support 

people who have low income are broken 
�  Communities are engaged and ready to work on the details 

of implementing an Island-wide basic income guarantee 
�  People are willing to make an investment to have income 

redistributed more equitably 
�  BIG transcends party lines – all political parties were 

represented 
�  Confimation that a BIG pilot for PEI is realistic,  
   “It can work!” 
�  PEI is ready for a pilot Basic Income Guarantee 



Putting Together a Pilot Project 
� An Island-wide pilot project 
� A pilot lasting at least 5-7                      

years 
� A control group in a comparable region of 

another province 
�  Research, evaluation, and analysis to test the 

positive and negative outcomes 
�  Funding from both the provincial and federal 

governments 
� A BIG grassroots movement 
 



Part of a Global Movement 

� There is a growing movement in Canada 
and around the world to promote basic 
income – and PEI is part of it! 



How much would a Basic Income 
need to be in PEI? 
� A Basic Income Guarantee would top up 

independent income to livable levels 
� We use the Market Basket Measure 

(MBM) as a reasonable threshold 

The MBM low-income 
threshold is based on 
real availability and real 
cost of basic goods 
and services in a 
region 





How much would a Basic Income 
need to be in PEI? 
� Average MBM low-income thresholds for a 

PEI household of 4 (four) persons (2011):  
◦  $35,811 

�  BIG would need to reach real thresholds for 
basic needs for Islanders 

� A Basic Income Guarantee of approximately 
◦  $18,000 for each adult 
◦  $8,000 for each child 

 would meet thresholds for all types of          
Island households. (2011 numbers) 



Who would receive BIG top-ups? 

� Low incomes, below the                           
MBM threshold for the                           
type of household,                          
would be topped up to                      
meet the threshold, to a              
maximum of the threshold 

�  Is your household’s income below the 
MBM threshold for its size?  
◦  If YES, you’d receive a BIG top-up 
◦  If NO, you would not 



How much would BIG cost? 
�  $35,811 = Average Market Basket Measure threshold 

for a four-person household in any region of PEI 
�  27.4% = Average poverty gap ratio (depth of 

poverty) for the MBM across all family units 
�  $10,800 = Average amount households in low 

income would require to bring them up to the MBM 
threshold 

�  14,000 = Number of persons in all family units in low 
income in PEI, using the Market Basket Measure 

 
�  $151,200,000 = Investment required to bring all 

individuals to the MBM threshold 

These calculations use 2011 numbers for consistency 



How could BIG be paid for? 
�  The costs of poverty in Prince Edward Island 

are significant. 
� Direct costs to government (ex., social 

assistance): just under $100 million/year.  
�  Indirect costs (ex., costs to justice systems 

and loss of income for those living in 
poverty): up to $220 million/year. 

�  Total cost of poverty to government and 
society: up to $315 million/year. 

Source: CCPA 



How could BIG be paid for? 

� A Basic Income Guarantee would not be 
revenue neutral. It would require new 
priorities, new investment, and 
progressive tax reform 

� Cost-sharing between provincial and 
federal government leaves many places to 
look for BIG investment funds.  



How could BIG be paid for? 
�  Some examples of spending: 
◦  PEI: $443 million in loans to companies in 2013–2014, 

including some of the richest companies in PEI 
◦  PEI: $75 million over three years for PEI 2014 

celebrations of the 150th anniversary of the 
Charlottetown Conference were budgeted for $75 
million over three years (The Guardian) 
◦  Canada: Will collect $3.5 billion more in Employment 

Insurance premiums than necessary in 2015 
◦  Canada: Could add revenues of $9.8 billion each year 

by restoring corporate taxes to 2007 levels 
◦  Canada: Could add revenues of $2.5 billion            

this year by creating a new tax bracket                    
of 35% for income over $250,000 



Keep in Touch with C-BIG 
�  Working Group for a Livable Income 
◦  Actions Femmes / SSTA 
◦  ALERT PEI 
◦  Cooper Institute 
◦  Council of People with Disabilities 
◦  CUPE PEI / PEI Federation of Labour 
◦  MP Sean Casey’s Office 
◦  PEI Advisory Council on the Status of Women  
◦  PEI People First 
◦  St. Vincent de Paul, Holy Redeemer Parish 
◦  Women’s Network PEI 
◦  Interested individuals 

�  Email: cbigpei@gmail.com & Twitter: @cbigpei 
�  Facebook: facebook.com/cbigpei 
�  c/o Cooper Institute, Voluntary Resource Centre 
�  81 Prince Street, 902-894-4573 


